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THE 

Sleeping  Beauty, 

A    T  A  L  E. 

THERE  was  formerly,  in  a  diftant  coun- 
try, a  king  and  a  queen,  the  moft 
beautiful  and  happy  in  the  world ;  having 
nothing  to  allay  their  delights,  but  the  want 
of  children  to  participate  in  the  pleafures 
they  enjoyed.  This  was  their  whole 
concern :  phyficians,  waters,  vows,  and 
offerings  were  tried,  but  all  to  no  purpofe. 
At  laft,  however,  the  queen  proved  with 
child,  and  in  due  time  was  brought  to 
bed  of  a  daughter.  At  the  chriftening  the 
princefs  had  feven  fairies  for  her  god- 
mothers, who  were  all  they  could  find  in 
the  whole  kingdom,  that  every  one  might 
give  her  a  gift. 

The  chriftening  being  over,  a  grand 
feaft  was  prepared  to  entertain  and  thank 
the  fairies.  Before  each  of  them  was 
placed  a  magnificent  cover,  with  a  fpoon, 


a  knife,  and  a  fork,  of  pure  gold  and 
excellent  workmanfliip,  fet  with  divers 
precious  ftones ;  but,  as  they  were  all 
fitting  down  at  the  table,  they  faw  come 
into  the  hall  a  very  old  fairy,  whom  they 
had  not  invited,  becaufe  it  was  near  fifty 
years  fince  flie  had  been  out  of  a  certain 
tower,  and  was  thought  to  have  been 
either  dead  or  enchanted. 

The  king  ordered  her  a  cover,  but  could 
not  furnifli  her  with  a  cafe  of  gold  as  the 
others  had,  becaufe  he  had  only  feven 
made  for  the  feven  fairies.  The  old  fairy, 
thinking  flie  was  flighted  by  not  being-^ 
treated  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  reft 
murmured  out  fome  threats  between  her 
teeth. 

One  of  the  young  fairies  who  fat  by  her 
overheard  how  ihe  grumbled,  and  judging 
that  (he  might  give  the  little  princefs  fome 
unlucky  gift,  (he  went,  as  foon  as  (he  rofe 
from  the  table,  and  hid  herfelf  behind  the 
hangings,  that  flie  might  fpeak  latt,  and 
repair,  as  much  as  pofsibly  flie  could,  the 
evil  which  the  old  fairy  might  intend. 

In  the  meanwhile,  all  the  fairies  began 
to  give  their  gifts  to  the  princefs  in  the 
following  manner 

The  youngeft  gave  her  a  gift,  that  flie 
Should  be  the  mod  beautiful  perfon  ia 
the  world. 
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The  third,  that  he  would  have  a  worn 
derful  grace  in  every  thing  that  (he  did. 

The  fourth,  that;  flbe  would  fing  perf^cd]^ 
well. 

And  the  fixth,  that  fhe  would  play  on 
all  kinds  of  mufical  inftruments  to  the  V^U 
moft  perfe(5lion. 

The  old  fairy's  turn  coming  next,  lha 
advanced  forward,  and,  with  a  (baking 
head,  which  feemed  to  fliow  more  fpite 
than  age,  fhe  faid.  That  the  princefs  would 
have  her  hand  pierced  with  a  Cpindle,  an4 
die  of  the  wound.  i 

This  terrible  gift  made  the  whole  com^ 
pany  tremble,  and  every  one  of  them  feU 
a  crying. 

At  this  very  inftant  the  young  fairy  came 
out  from  behind  the  curtains,  and  fpoke 
thefe  words  aloud  :  Affure  yourfelves,  O 
king  and  queen,  that  your  daughter  fliall 
pot  die  of  this  difafter  It  i$  true  I  have  not 
power  to  undo  what  my  elder  has  donCa 
The  princefs  fball  indeed  pierce  her  hand 
with  a  fpindle ;  but,  inftead  of  dying,  (he 
(hall  only  fall  into  a  profound  fleep,  which 
fhall  laft  a  hundred  years,  at  the  expiration 
of  which  a  king's  (on  (h^U  comp,  and  awa^k^ 
her  from  it. 

The  king,  to  avoid  this  misfortune,  told 
by  the  old  fplenetic  and  malicious  fairy, 
caufed  immediately  his  royal  proclamation 
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to  be  iffiied  forth,  whereby  every  perfon 
was  forbidden,  upon  pain  of  death,  to  fpin 
with  a  diftafF  or  fpindle ;  nay,  even  fo 
much  as  to  have  a  fpindle  in  any  of  their 
houfes. 


About  fifteen  or  fixteen  years  after,  the 
king  and  queen  being  gone  to  one  of  their 
houfes  of  p^eafure,  the  young  princefs  hap- 
pened to  divert  herfelf  by  going  up  and 
down  the  palace,  when,  going  up  from 
one  apartment  to  another,  ffie  at  length 
came  into  a  little  room  at  the  top  of  the 
tower,  where  an  old  woman  was  fitting  all 
alone,  and  fpinning  with  her  fpindle. 

This  good  woman  had  not  heard  ofl 
the  king*8  proclamation   againft  fpindles, 
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What  are  you  doing  there,  Qoody  ? 
faid  the  princefs  I  am  (pinning,  my 
pretty  child,  faid  the  old  woman,  who  did 
not  know  who  flie  was.  Ha!  faid  the 
princefs,  that  is  very  pretty;  how  do  you 
do  it  ?  give  it  to  me,  that  I  may  fay  if  I 
can  do  fo.  The  old  woman,  to  fatisfy 
the  child's  curiofity,  granted  her  requeft. 
She  had  no  fooner  taken  it  into  her  hand, 
than  whether  being  very  hafty  at  it,  and 
fomewhat  unhandy,  or  that  the  decree  of 
the  fpiteful  fiiry  had  ordained  it,  is  not 
to  be  certainly  afcertained  ;  but,  however, 
it  immediately  ran  into  her  hand,  and  (he 
directly  fell  down  upon  the  ground  in  a 
fwoon. 

The  good  old  woman,  not  knowing 
what  to  do  in  this  affair,  cried  out  for 
help.  People  came  in  from  every  quarter 
in  great  numbers  :  fome  threw  water 
upon  the  princefs's  face,  unlaced  her, 
ftruck  her  on  the  palm  of  her  hands,  and 
rubbed  her  temples  with  Hungary  water  i 
but  all  they  could  do  did  not  bring  her  to 
herfelf. 

The  good  fairy  who  had  faved  her 
life,  by  condemning  her  to  (leep  one 
hundred  years,  was  in  the  kingdom  of 
Matakin,  twelve  thoufand  leagues  off, 
when  this  accident  befel  the  princefs; 
but  (he  was  inftantly  informed  of  it  by  a 
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little  dwarf,  who  hsd  boots  of  feven 
leagues,  that  is,  boots  with  which  he 
could  tread  over  seven  leagues  of  ground 
at  one  ftride.  The  fairy  left  the  king- 
dom immediately,  and  arrived  at  the 
palace  in  about  an  hour  after,  in  a  fierjT 
chariot  drawn  by  dragons. 

The  king  handed  her  out  of  the  chariot, 
and  ftie  approved  of  every  thing  he  had 
done ;  but,  as  ftie  had  a  very  great  fore* 
fight,  (he  thought  that  when  the  princefs 
ftiould  awake,  fhe  might  not  know  what 
to  do  with  herfelf,  being  all  alone  in 
this  old  palace  ;  therefore  flie  touched 
with  her  wand  every  thing  in  the  palace, 
except  the  king  and  queen,  governeffes, 
maids  of  honour,    ladies    of   the  bed- 
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chamber^  gentlemen,  officers,  ftewards^ 
cooksj  under-cooks,  feullions,  guards,  with 
their  beef  eaters,  pages,  and  footmen  j 
file  likewife  touched  all  the  horfes  that 
were  in  the  ftables,  as  well  pads  as 
others,  the  great  dog  in  the  outer  court, 
and  the  little  fpaniel  bitch  which  lay  by  her 
on  the  bed. 

Immediately  on  her  touching  them, 
they  all  fell  asleep,  that  they  might  not 
wake  before  her  miftrefs,  and  that  they 
might  be  ready  to  wait  upon  her  when 
(he  wanted  them.  The  very  fpits  at  the 
fire,  as  full  as  the^  could  be  of  par- 
tridges and  pheafants,  and  every  thing  in 
the  place,  whether  animate  or  inanimate, 
fell  asleep  alfo. 

All  this  was  done  in  a  moment ;  for 
fairies  are  not  long  in  doing  their  bufi- 
nefs. 

And  now  the  king  and  queen,  having 
kiffed  their  child  without  waking  her, 
went  out  of  the  palace,  and  put  forth  a 
proclamation,  that  nobody  (hould  come 
near  ic.  This,  however,  was  unneceffa- 
ry  ;  for  in  lefs  than  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  there  got  up  all  around  the  park 
fuch  a  vaft  number  of  trees,  great  and 
fmall  buflies,  and  brambles,  twined  one  wi- 
thin  the  other,  that  neither  man  nor  beaft 
Could  pafs  through,  fo  that  nothing  could 
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be  feeti  but  the  very  tops  of  the  towers 
of  the  palace,  and  not  that  too,  unlefs  it 
was  a  good  way  off.  Nobody  doubted 
but  the  fairy  gave  therein  a  very  extra* 
ordinary  fample  of  her  art,  that  the  prin^ 
cefs,  while  (he  remained  fleeping,  might 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  any  curious 
people* 

When  a  hundred  years  were  gone  and 
paft,  the  fon  of  a  king  then  reigning,  and 
who  was  of  another  faaiily  from  that  of 
the  fleeping  princefs,  being  out  a  hunt- 
ing on  that  fide  of  the  country,  afked 
what  thefe  towers  wAe  which  he  faw  in 
the  n>idft  of  a  great  thick  wood.  Every 
one  anfwered  according  as  they  had 
heard,  feme  faid  it  was  an  old  ruinous 
callle  haunted  by  fpirits ;  others,  that 
all  the  forcerers  and  witches  kept  their 
fabbath,  or  weekly  meeting,  in  that 
place. 

The  moft  common  opinion  was,  that 
an  ogree*^  lived  there,  and  that  he  carried 
thither  all  the  little  children  he  couid  catchj^ 
that  he  might  eat  them  up  at  his  leifure* 
without  any  body  being  able  to  follow  him^ 
as  having  himfelf  only  power  to  pafs  through 
the  wood. 

f 

*  An  ogree  is  a  ^iant  with  long  teeth  and  claws,  a 
raw  head  and  bloody  bones,  who  runs  away  with  little 
boys  and  girls,  and  eats  them  up. 


The  prince  was  at  a  ftand,  not  knowing 
what  to  believe,  when  an  aged  man  fpoke 
JO  him  thus : — 

May  it  pleafe  your  highnefs,  it  h 
about  fifty  years  fince  I  he^rd  from  my 
father,  who  heard  my  grandfather  fay, 
that  there  was  then  in  this  caftle  a 
princefs,  the  moft  beautiful  that  was  ever 
ieen,  that  ftie  muft  fleep  there  for  a 
hundred  years,  and  would  be  wakened 
by  a  king's  fon,  for  whom  file  was  re- 
ferved,'* 

'  The  young  prince  was  all  on  fire  at 
thefe  words,  believing,  without  coafider- 
ing  the  matter,  that  he  couid  put  an  end 
to  this  rare  adventure ;  and,  puflied  on  by 
love  and  honour,  refolved  that  moment  to 
look  into  it. 

Scarce  had  he  advanced  towards  the 
wood,  when  all  the  great  trees,  the  bufties, 
and  brambles,  gave  way  of  their  own  ac- 
cord, and  let  him  pafs  through.  He  went 
up  to  the  caftle,  which  he  faw  at  the  end  of 
a  large  avenue,  which  he  went  into  }  and 
what  not  a  little  furprifed  him  was,  he  faw 
none  of  his  people  could  follow  him,  becaufe 
the  trees  clofed  again  as  foon  as  he  paffed 
tliTough  them. 

However,  he  did  not  ccafe  from  vali- 
antly continuing  his  way.  He  came 
into  a  fpacious    outward    court,  where 
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iVefy  thing  he  faw  might  have  frozen 
up  the  moft  hardy  perfon  with  horror. — 
There  reigned  all  over  a  moil  frightful  si- 
lence^ithe  image  of  death  every  where  fhow- 
ed  itfelf,  and  there  was  nothing  to  be  feen 
but  ftretehed-out  bodies  of  men  and  animals^  j 
all  feeming  to  be  dead. 

He^  however,  very  Well  knew,  by  the 
tofy  faces  and  the  pimpled  nofes  of  the 
beef-eaters,  that  they  were  only  afleep  ; 
and  their  goblets,  wherein  ftiU  remained 
fome  few  drops  of  wine,  plainly  fhowing 
that  they  all  had  fallen  asleep  in  theif> 
cupg. 

He  theft,  Crofsiiig  a  Court,  paved  with 
ttxarble,  went  up  ftairs,  and  came  into  the 
guard^chamber,  where  the  guards  were 
Handing  in  their  ranks,  wdth  their  mulk^ts 
upon  their  ihoulderSj  and  fnorting  as  loud 
as  they  could.  After  that,  he  went  through 
feveral  rooms  full  of  gentlemen  and  la* 
dies  all  asleep,  fome  ftanding  and  others 
fitting. 

At  laft  he  came  into  a  chamber  all  gilt 
'^ith  gold ;  here  he  faw,  upon  a  bed,  the 
curtains  of  which  were  all  open,  the  fineft 
fight  that  ever  he  beheld — a  princefs,  whp 
appeared  to  be  about  fifteen  or  sixteen  years 
of  age,  and  whofe  refplendent  beauty  had 
in  it  fomething  divine.  He  approached  with 
trembling  and  admiration,  and  fell  dowill 
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before  her  on  his  knees.  And  now  the 
enchantment  Was  at  an  end  j  the  prin- 
cefs  awaked,  and  looked  on  him  with 
eyes  more  tender  than  the  firft  view 
might  feem  to  admit  of.  Is  it  you,  my 
prince  ?  faid  file  to  him  j  yoU  have  waited 
a  long  time. 

The  prince,  charmed  with  thefe  words^ 
and  much  ^ore  with  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  fpoken,  affured  her,  that  he  loved 
her  better  than  himfelf. 

Their  difcourfe  was  fo  well  condu£led^ 
that  they  did  weep  mofe  than  talk  ;  there 
was  very  little  elocjuence,  but  a  great  deal  of 
love.  He  was*  more  at  a  lofs  than  (he  was, 
and  no  wonder,  as  ftie  had  had  time  to 
think  on  what  to  f^y  to  him ;  for  it  is  very 
probable,  though  the  hiftory  mentions  no- 
thing of  it,  that  the  good  fairy,  during  fo 
long  a  fleep,  had  given  her  agreeable  dreams* 
In  (hort,  they  talked  four  hours  together, 
and  yet  faid  not  half  of  what  they  bad  got 
to  fay* 

In  the  mean  time  all  in  the  palace 
awaked,  every  one  thinking  on  his  par* 
ticular  bufinefs ;  and  as  all  of  them  were 
not  in  love,  they  were  ready  to  die  with 
i  hunger.  The  chief  lady  of  honour,  being 
as  fharp  ftt  as  the  others,  grew  very  im- 
patient, and  told  the  princefs  aloud,  that 
the  (upper  was  ierved   up.     The  prince 
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helped  the  princefs  to  rife,  fhe  beittg 
entirely  dreffed,  and  very  magnificent  j 
though  his  royal  highnefs  did  not  forget 
to  tell  her,  that  fhe  was  drefled  like  his 
grandmother,  and  had  a  point-band  peep- 
ing over  a  high  collar ;  but,  however,  fhe 
looked  not  lefs  beautiful  and  charming  for 
all  that. 

They  went  into  the  great  hall  of  loofc^ 
ing.glaffes,  where  they  iupped,  and  were 


ferved  by  the  officers  of  the  princefs : 
the  violins  and  hautboys  played  all  ok^ 
tunes,  but  very  excellent,  though  it  waij 
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ipw  about  a  hundred  years  fince  they 
lad  lived.  And  after  fupper,  without 
ofmg  any  time,  the  lord  almoner  married 


hem  in  the  chapel  of  the  caftle,  and 
he  chief  lady  of  honour  drew  the  cur- 
ains* 

They  had  but  very  little  fleep  that 
light,  the  princefs  had  no  occalion  ;  and 
he  prince  left  her  the  next  morning  to  re- 
urn  into  the  city,  where  his  father  had  been 
li  great  pain  for  him. 

The  prince  told  him  he   had  loft  his 
uray  in  the  foreft  as  he  was  hunting,  and 
j|iad  lain  at  the  cottage  of  a  collier,  v^-ho 
liad  given  him  fome  brown   bread  and 
^iheefe. 

i 
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The  king  his  father j.  who  was  a  vei 
good  man,  readily  believed  him  ;  but  h 
mother  the  queen  could  not  be  perfuac 
ed  that   this   was   altogether  true  ;  anc  i 
feeing  that  he  Went  almoft  every  day  ^ 
hunting,  and  that  he  had  always  foun  I 
fome  excufe  for  fo  doinrg^  though  he  ha  ^ 
lain   out   three  or  four  nights  togethei  i 
flie  began  to  fufped  (and  very  juftly  toe  ' 
his  having  fome  little  private  amour^  whic 
he  then  endeavoured  file  (hould  remain  i[  i 
norant  of. 

Now  thefe  frequent  excurfions,  whic  ' 
he  then  made  from  the  palace,  were  tl 
times  that  he  retired  to  the  princefs,  wit 
whom  he  lived  in  this  manner  for  aboi 
two  years,  and  by  whom  he  had  two  fin 
children,  the  eldeft  of  whom  was  a  gir 
whom  they  pamed  Morning,  and  tt 
youngeit  a  boy,  gvhom  they  named  Da; 
fcecaufe  he  was  a  great  deal  handfom< 
and  much  more  beautiful  and  comely  tha 
his  fitter. 

The  queen's  jealoufy  increafing,  ft 
feveral  times  fpoke  to  her  fon,  defirin 
him  to  inform  her  after  what  mannc 
he  fpent  his  time,  alleging  that,  as  I 
faw  her  fo  very  uneafy,  he  ought  in  dr 
ty  to  fatisfy  her.  But  he  never  dare 
to  truft  her  with  his  fecret;  for  W 
was  of  the  race  of  ogres,  and  the  king  woul 


17 

:ertainly  not  have  married  her,  had  it  not 
)een  for  her  vaft  riches. 

It  was  whifpered  about  the  court  that 
he  had  an  ogeriQi  inclination,  and  that 
whenever  (he  faw  any  little  children 
join^  by,  (he  had  all  the  difEculty  in  the 
vorld  to  refrain  from  falling  upon  them  ; 
b  the  prince  would  never  tell  her  one 
^ord. 

But  when  the  king  was  d^ad,  which 
lappened  about  two  years  afterwards, 
ind  he  faw  himfelf  lord  and  mafter,  he 
hen  openly  declared  hib  marriage,  and 
vent  in  great  ceremony  to  conduct  his 
|ueen  to  the  palace.  They  made  a  very 
nagnificent  entry  into  the  city,  with  her 
wo  children  befide  her. 

Some  time  after  the  king  went  to 
nake  war  with  the  emperor  Cantalabute, 
|iis  neighbour 

I  He  left  the  government  of  the  king- 
om  to  the  queen  his  mother,  and  ear- 
eftly  recommended  to  her  the  care  of 
lis  wife  and  children. 

As  foon  as  he  was  departed,  the  queen 
ent  for  her  daughter-m-law  to  come  to 
ler,  and  then  fent  her  to  a  country 
loufe  among  the  woods,  that  £he  might 
nth  more  eafe  and  fecrecy  gratify  her 
inclinations. 

I  Some  few  days  after  (he  went  to  this 
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country  houfe  herfelf,  and  calling  f( 
the  clerk  of  the  kitchen,  (he  (aid  to  hin 
I  have  a  mind  to  eat  little  Morning  for  ni 
dinner  to-morrow. 

Ah !  madam,  qried  the  clerk  of  th 
kitchen,  in  a  very  great  furprife.  N 
excufe,  replied  fhe,  interrupting  him 
I  wiil  have  it  f o  ;  —  and  this  fhe  fpok 
in  the  tone  of  an  ogrefs,  feeming  to  hav 
a  ftrong  defire  to  tafte  frefh  meat.  An 
to  make  the  difti  more  delicious,  adde' 
(he,  I  w^ill  eat  her  with  fauce  made  ( 
Robert. 

This  poor  man,  knowing  very  we 
how  dangerous  it  vs/as  to  play  tricks  wit 
ogreffes,  took  his  great  knife  and  war 
up  into  little  Morning's  chamber.  Sr 
was  then  four  years  oid,  and  came  up  t 
him  jumping  and  laughing,  to  take  hii' 
about  the  neck,  and  allied  him  for  forr 
fugar-candy,  on  which  he  began  to  weej' 
and  the  knife  fell  out  of  his  hand  ;  an 
he  went  into  the  back  yard  and  killed  i 
lamb,  which  he  dnffed  with  fuch  goci 
fauce,  that  hiB  miftrefs  affured  him  ftl 
had  never  eaten  any  thing  fo  good  in  a! 
her  life. 

He  had  at  the  fame  time  taken  n 
little  Morning,  and  carried  her  to  h 
wife,  in  order  that  fhe  might  be  coi 
cealed  in  a  lodging  which  he  had  at  tl 
bottom  i)f  the  court-yard.  ;  ^ 
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)  The  queen's  lafcivious  appetite  (ac- 
cording to  her  own  apprehenfions)  |being 
once  humoured,  (he  again  began  to  long 
for  another  dainty  bit.  Accordingly, 
a  few  days  after,  fhe  called  for  the  clerk 
pf  the  kitchen,  and  ti  Id  him  that  fhe 
intended  that  night  to  fup  out  of  little 
Day.  He  anfwered  never  a  word,  being 
refolved  to  cheat  her  as  he  had  done 
before.  He  went  out  to  find  little  Day, 
and  faw  him  with  a  foil  in  his  hand, 
with  which  he  was  fencing  with  a  mon- 
key, the  child  being  but  three  years  old. 
He  took  him  up  in  his  arms  and  car- 
ried him  to  his  wife,  that  ftie  might 
conceal  him  in  her  chamber,  along  with 
his  fifter  ;  and  in  the  room  of  little 
Day,  cooked  up  a  young  kid  very  ten« 
|der,  which  the  ogrefs  praifed  as  much 
as  the  former,  faying  it  was  wonder- 
fully good. 

All  hitherto  was  mighty  well  j  but  a  few 
evenings  after  this  craving  ogrefs  faid  to 
the  clerk  of  the  kitchen,  I  will  alfo  eat 
the  young  queen  with  the  iame  fauce  that 
I  had  with  the  children. 

Now  was  the  critical  time ;  for  the  poor 
clerk  defpaired  of  being  able  to  de- 
ceive  her. 

The  young  queen  was  turned  of 
twenty  years  of  age,  not  counting  the 
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hundred   (he   had  been   asleep  ;  thoug 
her  fkin  was  lomewhat   tough,   yet  fai|jj 
and  beautiful :  and  how  to  find  a  bear 
in  the  yard  fo  firm  was  what  puzzled  hin:  ' 
and  made  him  at  a  iofs. 

in 

He  then   took    a  refolution    that  hj, 
muft   fave   his  own   Ufe,   and   cut  th|e 
queen's    throat ;     and,    going   into  he^ 
chamber   with    an  intent  to   do    it  2 
once,    he    put   himlelf  into  as  great  . 
fury   as  he   could,   and    went  into  th 
queen's   room   with    his   dagger  in  hi 
hand.     However,    his    humanity  wouF^ 
not  allow   him  to  furprife   her,   but  h^^ 
told  her,  with  a  great  deal  ol  refpecl,  th 
orders  he  had  received  from  the  queen  he 
mother. 

Do   it,   faid   (he,   ft  retching  out  he 
neck  ;   execute  your  orders,   and  I  flia 
go  and   fee   my    children,    whom   I  (J 
dearly   love.      For    ftie    thought  thei^^ 
dead    ever  fince  they    had    been  take^^^ 
from  her.  ^ 

No,  fair  princefs !    cried  the  humap  ( 
clerk  ot  the  kitchen,   all  in  tears;  yo 
fliall  fee  your  children  again.     But  the 
you   fliall    go    with    me    to    my  lodg^^ 
ings,    where    I    have  concealed  them,j^ 
and  I  fliall  deceive  the  queen  once  mor( 
by  giving  her  another  yoyn^  kid  in  yoi; 
ftead. 
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Upon  this  he  forthwith  conducted 
it  to  her  chamber,  where  he  left  her 
)  embrace  her  children^  and  cry  aloud 
ith  them  ;  and  he  then  went  and 
reffed  a  young  kid,  which  the  queen 
hd  for  fupper,  and  devoured  it  with 
fe  fame  appetite  as  though  it  had  been 
•|e  young  queen. 

]  Now  was  flie  exceedingly  delighted 
ith  this  unheard-of  cruelty,  and  flie 
]id  invented  a  ftory  to  tell  the  king 
.  his  return,  how  the  mad  wolves  had 
ten  up  the  queen  his  wife^  with  her 
^o  children. 

One  evening  fome  time  after,  as  (he 
IS,    according    to    her    ufual  cuftom, 
Imbling    abeut    the    court    and  yards 
the  palace,  to  fee  if  (he  could  fmell 
^%  frefli  meat,  (he  heard,  in  a  ground- 
'Sm,  little  Day  crying,  for  his  mother 
s  going  to  whip  him  becaule  he  had 
n  guilty  of  fome  fault,  and  (he  heard 
the  fame  time  little  Morning  foliciting 
don  for  her  brother. 

^"'The  ogrefs  prefently  knew  the  voice 
1  the   queen    and    her   children,  and, 
^^jng  quite  in   a  rage  to  think  ihe  had 
"  n    thus    deceived,    (he  commanded 
^^^f  next  morning,  by  break  of  day,  in 
moft  terrible  voice,  which  made  every 
tremble,    that    they  (hpuld  bring 
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into  the  middle  of  the  court  a  vei 
large  tub,  which  flie  caufed  to  be  filh 
vtith  toads,  vipers,  fnakes,  and  ail  for 
of  Terpen ts,  in  order  to  throw  into 
the  queen  and  her  children,  the  clei 
of  the  kitchen,  his  wife  and  maid ;  all 
whom  flhe  had  given  orders  to  have  brougj 
thither,  with  their  hands  tied  hehii 
them,  to  fuffer  the  vengeance  of  the  i 
cenfed  ogrefs. 

They  were  brought  out  according! 
and  the  executioners  were  going  ^ 
throw  them  into  the  tub,  when  t 
king    fortunately    entered  the  court 


his    carriage,   and   afked,    with  the 
mod    aftonifhment   what  was  meant 
this  horrid  fpectacle;  no  one  daring 
tell  him. 

When  the  ogrefs  faw  what  had  h 
pened,  (he  fell  into  a  violent  pafsion,  a 
threw  herfelf  head  foremoft  into  the  t^ 
and  was  inftantly  devoured  by  the  u 
creatures  (he  had  ordered  to  be  thrown  ii 
it  for  others. 
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'  The  king  could  not  but  choofe  being 
Wry  forty,  for  flie  was  his  mother ; 
)ut  he  foon  comforted  himfelf  with  his 
beautiful  wife,  and  his  two  pretty  chil- 
iren.  And,  after  all  things  were  fet- 
'led,  he  well  rewarded  the  clerk  of  the 
kitchen  for  his  wifdora,  huaianity,  and 
^:ompafsion. 
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«4 

THE  MORAIi, 

To  get  a  hufband  rich,  gentle,  and  gay,  i 
Of  humour  fweet,  fome  time  to  ftay. 

Is  natural  enough,  'tis  true ;  , 
But  then  to  wait  a  hundred  years, 
And  all  the  while  alleep,  appear^  | 
A  thing  entirely  new.  | 
Now  at  this  time  of  day,  1 
Not  one  of  all  the  fex  wc  fee 
To  fleep  with  fuch  found  tranquillity,  | 
But  yet  this  fable  feems  to  let  us  know,  ! 
That  very  often  Hymen's  blifs  is  fweet. 
Although    {oim  tedious  obftacles  they 
meet; 

Which  makes  us  for  them  a  long  while  flay. 
And  that  we  nothing  lofe  by  fuch  delay. 

But  warm'd  by  nature's  lambent  fires, 

The  fex  fo  ardently  alpires 
Of  this  bleft  ftate  the  facred  joys  t*  embrace, 

And  with  each  earneft  heart  purfu^  'em, 
I've  not  the  will,  I  mufl:  confefs. 


Nor  yet  the  power  of  fine  addrefs. 
To  preach  this  moral  to  'em» 
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